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THE CONFEDERATE BATTLE FLAG

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. CLYBURN) for 5
minutes.

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I would
like, first of all, to thank the Speaker
of this House and the other Members
who came to Charleston last month to
help us with the ongoing ceremonies
for Senator Clementa Pinckney.

I would also like to thank especially
my colleagues—Senator TIM SCOTT,
Senator LINDSEY GRAHAM, and Con-
gressman MARK SANFORD—for joining
with us as we stood with the Governor
of South Carolina and called for remov-
ing the Confederate battle flag from
the grounds of the statehouse.

This afternoon, at 4 o’clock, as a re-
sult of a very definitive vote early this
morning of 94-20, the Governor is going
to sign the bill, and tomorrow morning
at 10 o’clock, the flag will be removed
from the statehouse.

I regret that I am not going to be
able to accept the Governor’s invita-
tion and be there this afternoon be-
cause, around 4 o’clock this afternoon,
we are going to be voting here on this
floor.

I understand there will be around 25
votes, and 24 of them, I might not feel
all that bad about missing, but one of
them, I cannot afford to miss because
that one vote, the Calvert amendment,
will reverse votes taken by this body to
join with South Carolina, Alabama,
and activities going on in Mississippi
to get rid of any official application to
this flag, the Confederate battle flag.

Now, I think it is important for us to
point out that this is not the Confed-
erate flag. The Confederacy had three
flags. This was never one of them. This
flag was the Confederate battle flag of
the Army of Northern Virginia, Robert
E. Lee’s Army; and when Robert E. Lee
surrendered at Appomattox, he asked
all of his followers to furl this flag.

‘““Store it away,” he said. “Put it in
your attics.” He refused to be buried in
his Confederate uniform. His family re-
fused to allow anyone dressed in the
Confederate uniform to attend his fu-
neral. Why? It is because Robert E. Lee
said he considered this emblem to be a
symbol of treason; yet, Mr. Speaker,
Calvert puts up an amendment that we
are going to vote on this afternoon to
ask us to allow this flag to be sold and
displayed in our national parks.

I was so proud when the decision was
made by the National Park Service,
Fort Sumter, a national park where
the Civil War started off the coast of
Charleston, South Carolina, they de-
cided to take away all of these sym-
bols; but the Calvert amendment is
saying: No, don’t take them away, put
them back, and we are going to ratify
the action to do so.

Mr. Speaker, I call upon all of my
colleagues who come to this floor this
afternoon to remember that it was on
this date in 1868 that South Carolina—
where it all started—South Carolina
was the State that gave the votes nec-
essary to ratify the 14th Amendment.
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To me, this was a very, very impor-
tant amendment calling for due process
and equal protection of the laws.

———

A BAD DEAL WITH IRAN IS WORSE
THAN NO DEAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, in
March, before a joint meeting of Con-
gress, the Prime Minister of Israel,
Benjamin Netanyahu, warned ‘‘history
has placed us at a fateful crossroads.”

As a world leader at the forefront of
this crossroad, I believe America has a
responsibility to prevent a nuclear
Iran. An Iran with nuclear weapons ca-
pabilities would further exacerbate and
destabilize the region and would cer-
tainly inspire an arms race among
other nonnuclear nations.

The Obama administration’s foreign
policy missteps do not inspire con-
fidence that the current negotiations
will conclude any differently. After nu-
merous delays, negotiations are veer-
ing further away from any type of rea-
sonable agreement that would contain
Iran’s nuclear ambitions.

I do not trust this administration as
it approaches the reversal of a half cen-
tury of nuclear nonproliferation policy.
As Chairman ROYCE stated over the
weekend: ‘‘“The Obama administration’s
fundamental misread of the Iranian re-
gime is part of what makes this poten-
tial agreement so dangerous to our na-
tional security.”

The sanctions relief numbers that are
being reported now are staggering and
would directly undercut years of demo-
cratic success. Sanctions are a vital
tool when working to keep our citizens
and allies out of harm’s way.

In dealing with an aggressive state
sponsor of terror, there should be no
daylight between the position of Re-
publicans and Democrats in Congress,
nor Congress with the President or the
United States with our allies.

Civilized nations must stand united
against the destructive output from
rogue regimes like Iran. As it stands
now, the reported details of the deal
will not dismantle the nuclear ambi-
tions of the world’s leading state spon-
sor of terrorism.

Mr. Speaker, if the past is any indi-
cation of the future, we can expect that
Iran will continue to employ its
stonewalling tactics, blocking any real
transparency or inspections of its nu-
clear facilities.

Why isn’t Iran answering questions
asked 4 years ago by the International
Atomic Energy Agency about their
past activities? How can we trust a
country that won’t answer simple ques-
tions or allow scientists to be inter-
viewed? How can we set up a sanctions
relief system that is based on trust and
verification if the country has proven
objectively incapable of trust and
transparency?

We certainly cannot continue to
overlook Iranian compliance failures
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as reported this week in The Wash-
ington Post, nor come anywhere close
to lifting its successfully firm arms
embargo. These negotiations will have
long-term implications on every coun-
try on this planet.

I believe the United States has a re-
sponsibility to stand with Israel and
other allies across the globe now more
than ever. We must ensure our allies
know they do not stand alone. With the
current negotiations extended once
again, it appears that the administra-
tion simply wants to get any agree-
ment.

I believe it is a legacy item for the
President, Mr. Speaker. This adminis-
tration’s willingness to ignore Iran’s
troublesome behavior throughout nego-
tiations does not inspire confidence.

President Obama promised 7 years
ago that he would not allow Iran to de-
velop a nuclear weapon. He is failing to
keep that promise to the American
people and the rest of the world, in my
opinion.

The stakes are too high. Negotiations
are reaching a critical moment as we
speak here today. This administration
needs to understand one indisputable
truth: a bad deal is worse than no deal.

———
VIETNAM HUMAN RIGHTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ) for 5
minutes.

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, this year marks
the 40th anniversary since the end of
the Vietnam war and 20 years of nor-
malized relations between the U.S. and
Vietnam.

This week, our President hosted the
General Secretary of the Vietnamese
Communist Party, Nguyen Phu Trong,
a political leader but not an official
leader.

During that meeting, I know that the
two leaders discussed more normaliza-
tion of economic and military issues,
and I know that President Obama
brought up the issue of human rights;
but I am going to say this: after 19
years in this Congress of fighting for
human rights around the world, the Vi-
etnamese Communist Government al-
ways promises, when economic issues
are on the table, to do something bet-
ter with respect to their human rights
record, but they never follow through.
In fact, it gets worse.

Today, Mr. Speaker, as the co-chair
of the Congressional Caucus on Viet-
nam, I don’t want to focus on what the
economic implications are and the
trade implications are that are going
on with respect to Vietnam, but I want
to remind my colleagues about what is
happening with respect to human
rights in Vietnam.
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Nguyen Dang Minh Man is currently
serving a 9-year prison term after being

charged with ‘attempting to over-
throw the government’” under article
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